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) Phatas by Gavriel Lue Azasta/Stan B
ABOVE: The Rev. Jesse Jackson acknowledges a standing ovalion Sunday at Mounl Zion M\ssionuanr;héap?ile(%ufg‘m. vfr?’r\!err:t:gﬂpw

spoke to about 1,000 people to call for a renewed nalional elfort to end poverly. He decried spending on the war in lraq as
domestn': programs struggle for funding. BELOW: Alonna Trottor, 14, 'of the Purpose Center Dancers performs m henor oqf
Jackson's visit. Jackson is a longtime leadar in the civil-rights mavement and a farmer prestdenhal candidate
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1,000 hear Jaclkson
!,_Speak in $B church

By Robert Rogers
Sratt Weiter

eral feaders, melwhing Rep Joe Baea,
D-Riakto, facksan woere an amay ol
psus maheding the Trag v mamigre
ben. the Yotine Bights Ae
tems and econanmie oulsol
knat ol indicigients ol 1he nabon’s dnec.
tion

SAN BERNARDIND — The Rev
Jusse son described Sam Beinaudr
les with erse and coononuc
decay as an "Amercan story’ Ui enices
out for a rencwed ndbanwide efforl o
cambat poverty

I we van meseus Frups and Afghans,”
sanb Jachson i teference 1o U S nuduary

Jackson, une of the nalion’ s maest ooy
mizable avif-rights leaders, spoke with
charactenstic fire (o about 1,0 people
pached wito e mavie-theater umed.
worship-halls of Mount Zien Bupnst
Church on Sumday.

Iey hus speech, heard by local and fed-

operations 1 e o counlnes, “we
can reseee and bisd ont the peaple of San
Bemardima.”

Jm.‘l.snn ciled PURETOUS ItCarceratian
sad recilivism statssies geanane o the
ety and county. Bt he did not dineetdy
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é‘% ,;’g We must consider a war on poverty, to wipe out poverty, not
wipe out the people. Early intervention in education, job training
and drug rehabilitation must be invested (in).”

— The Rev, JESSE JAGKSON
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The flev. Jasse Jacksan, 1of, greers Rep. Joe Baca, D-Rlato, beloie ‘.,peakmg ot
C’Azrclrz]"un §unday Jackson crticized the war in raq and the coumtry's spending prartizs, saying, "W
Tund first-¢lass prisons and second-class schools *

Ir

L,
{We are) choosing incarceration over educalion ... recithvism ever rehabilitation.”

The Rev. JESSE JACKSON

TARNBGED WOM Fage Ay

address Measure Z. a vorer-approved tax-hike the first
proveeds of which the City Counci! recenily opted to
spend sefely on the Police Depariment,

But Jackson repeatedty made elear his uabrage with
what he called dealing with crime and other “symp-
tums” of urban decity on the “back end” wilh beefed-up
potice forees and prison construction, rather than on the
“lront end” will 2 bioad preventive sirategy.

“We st consider a wir on povery. to wipe out
poverty, not wipe vut the people,™ Jackson said 1o 2
throng of reporters v a prespecch conference. “Eacly
intervention i educition, job traming and drug rehabibis
Lation mest by vested tin)” he siid.

Jackson acdressed a crowd 0f abour 300 in the
church’s mam worship hall, while live video feeds of
the former presidential candidate strezmed snto other
converied movie theaters jamimed with people. Mount
Ziow's lead paster, the Rev, T. Elliotl, moved his
cangregabhon from the Westside te the vacant facility 2
few years ago.

In his sddress, fackson employed the customary
thythivie, repetitious and  refrainsdriven oratory at
which he has excelied since s days alongside Martin
Luther King from the crvib-nghts movement of the
1960s. Bueginning with a subducd, alimost meditative
delivery, the bespeetacled Juckson had the erowd
whipped sulo a standing, swaying crescenda by the end
ol s nearly bourlong addre

Jackson was pariicoiarly caustic in his denunciations
of the crminal-justice system. Calling prisons “jail
hotels,” he repeatcdly asserted that correctional Taciis
lies profited Trom maumtaining high occupancy and were
the beneficiaries ol gh recidivism rates among parol-
ees, in effect encouraging a nonexistent strategy for
rehabilisation.

“We o fud firsi-class prisons and  second-class
schools,™ ackson suid.

Owing to Jackson™s national stature and some safely
voneerns related to the buikling’s istory, city police
coordinated traffic on Del Rosa Avenue while pine fire
personnel monitored the crowd mside the church

Police and fige ofticnls reported no problems

Jackson also touched on smmmering “black and
brown™ racial wensiens v Seutherm Califorma, where
schaol brawls batween black amd Latino students fave
grown liequen

On Saturday, one day before Jackson®s arrval, about
300 peaple marched w0 City Hall with a triple agenda:
legadization ol iilegal immigsants, an end 1o the lrag war
aml a cessation ol violence on local streeis.

Aldthough Jackson did not specslically memion that
protest, he shared is themes,

Jackson Bt Bard at the war, saying the Bush admsnis-

Gabnel Luis Acosta/Statl Photographer
Judy Knox sways in front of her seat before the
Rev, Jesse Jackson's speech at Mount Zien
Baptist Church on Sunday.

tration “enginecred” and “misled” the public with pre-
texts for the invasion and linking it to disinvestment in
domeslic pragrums.

“We are spending more on 20 milhon lragis than we
are on all Americans.” Jackson siid, citing the cost of
the war as 314 billion per month

"End the war n Traq, and end poverty at home™

Jackson was upyiclding i hus enticsm of the
nalien’s domestic direetzon, the consequences of which
e sasd arc felt ucross the country

“(We are) cheosing incarceration over educition |
recidivism over rehabilination.”™ Jackson said,

Jackson hlasted President Bush lor fasling to uter o
word about the devastation wrough by Humicane Kat-
ring in his latest State of the Union address. calling the
omission a "mefapher for abandened, neglested urban
America.”

Tagkson's overarching themes were engaging o a
new ‘war en poverty” - a phrase st coined by
President Lyndon Johnson in the 1960s — and civie
engagement starting an the ballot box

Jackson wrged the awhence — blacks, Latines and
poor Americans in partcular -~ (o do their pari it
steering the nation in & new duection.

“The struggle For civil righls is nol over,” he sad.

A handful of government and religious leaders gath-
ered i a post-service receplion al the church

Councilman Rittke Van Jolmson said  Jackson's
speceh strengthened his commuiment to push Tunding
for erimye intervention and prevention programs.

“[ have na choice,™ he said s the nght thing 1o
do.”

Jackson and Rambow/PISH Coalition olficals are
scheduled today to visit Good Samaritan Hospital Los
Angeles and the Twin Towers Correctional Fagility.

Contact writer Roberl Regers at (903) 385-3855 or via
e-mail at robert.rogers®@sbsun.com,




